g complex. verses.

* schools and black churches i
- the South sang, “Lift Every "

. migrated from the South to .

Poem appropriate
for inauguration
- I was among the hundreds
or thousands or maybe mil- -
lions who were familiar with
the words the Rev. Joseph
Lowery reverently spoke at
President Obama’s inaugura-
tion: “God of our weary years,
‘God of our silent tears, Thou -
who hast brought us thus far - |
on the way; Thou who hastby -
thygnight, led us into the Light,
keep us forever in the path we
'pray .
¥ Those inspiring words
from James Weldon "
: ’s poem “Lift Every "ot
* "Voice and Sing.” His brother, . "
3. Rosamond J ohnson added
- music to the poem. .«
" “Lift Every Voice and |
» Sing” was first sung in Jack—
" sonville, Fla:, at a spec:1al
' celebration more than 100 .
< years ago. An all- black chorus :
- of schoolchildren sang the -
three very Iong and mu31caIIy 3

RN e

And later, segregated black'-,

Voice and Sing” regularly.” = o
. And when African- Amerrcans

* ‘other parts. of the country they

© took “Lift Every Voice and g
z Smg with them. 7 '
.. I salute Lowery for wrsely e
. choosmg the words of J ohn- o
. son’s poem because they %
ﬁttmgly reflect President .
- Obama’s audacity of hope. ;-
: " DOROTHY WORD
" Fort Wayne.""_ iy




